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Overflow Crowd Attends Free Screening of 

“An Inconvenient Truth” 
 

On July 8, at the Nickelodeon Theater in Santa Cruz, I hosted a free screening of Al 
Gore’s movie on global warming for an overflow crowd of about 300 people—we 
actually ended up needing two screens for the movie.  Following the movie, I 
moderated an audience and panel discussion featuring three experts on the issue of 
what you can do to make a difference now. 
 

For more about the movie and what you can do to make a difference in your 
community today, please visit the new online resources section of my Website: 
http://democrats.assembly.ca.gov/members/a27/warming.htm  
 

For more about the movie and what you can do to make a difference in your 
community today, click here to visit the new online resources section of my 
Website.   
 

The new section includes: 
 

• My op-eds on global warming and “An Inconvenient Truth” 
• Press coverage related to the movie screening 
• A list of recommended Websites focused on what you can do to stop global 

warming 
• Action in the California Legislature on global warming, including 

information and status on AB 32, The California Global Warming Solutions 
Act of 2006 

 

 

Legislature Passes and Governor Signs  

News: Coast Dairies Lan
Transfers to Public Own
 

John’s statement regardin
July 14th vote by the state
Works Board to accept the
Dairies Ranch property we
Highway 1 and transfer th
to public ownership:  
  
“This is the most significan
Parks beach addition in no
California in a generation.
pleased that through the b
process, we secured the 
necessary additional fund
operations and maintenan
enabled this vote to move
forward. With public owne
established for this gorgeo
miles of coastline, this is a
day for Santa Cruz County
the state of California.” 
 

For more on Coast Dairies
its future, read the story in
Mercury News. 
 
 

Laird Legislative Up
 

August 7th will be the ne
meeting of the Senate 
Appropriations Committ
which 19 Laird bills will 
for consideration, some
which include: 
 

AB 2496, High-efficiency
Toilets 
 

Press Release. 
 

San Jose-Silicon Valley 
Business Journal story. 
 
 

AB 2928, Residential Gr



First On-time Budget in Six Years  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
  

I’m proud state legislature’s joint Senate-Assembly Budget Conference Committee 
delivered a budget that was approved in almost its entirety by the legislature and the 
governor in time for the start of the state’s fiscal year.  A few highlights: 
 

• K-12 Education: $1.8 billion in one-time funds and an additional $800 
million in ongoing funds, providing Proposition 98 full funding.  Also, a $534 
million block grant to be controlled locally, rather than the mandated 
programs proposed by the Governor.  

• Higher Education: fee increases at UC and CSU stopped, and reduced 
community college fees ($20 per unit, down from $26). Also, an additional 
$29 million for UC and CSU Academic Preparation programs. 

• Foster Care: $75 million in improvements. 
• Parks Maintenance: $250 million for deferred state parks maintenance. 
• Transportation: $1.4 billion for Proposition 42 full funding and debt 

repayment. Also a rejection of the Governor’s “rip-off” of gasoline sales tax 
funds dedicated to public transit and farm worker transportation. 

• Aged, Blind, and Disabled: $42 million to eliminate a three-month delay in 
the pass-through of federal cost of living increases to the poorest Californians 
under the SSI/SSP program 

• Child Care: $67 million to increase income levels for subsidized child care 
eligibility. The income levels have been frozen since 2000. 

 

While I’m disappointed universal children’s healthcare was not in the final budget, I 
am pleased the Governor and Democratic leaders committed to address this issue in 
August.  
 

Overall, the budget is on time for the first time in years and invests in core values so 
many of us believe in, while also showing fiscal discipline—it was a budget that 
was worth the fight.   
 

To learn more about the budget, click here. 
 
 

If you’re receiving this as a forwarded email and would like to receive regular Laird 
updates, please send an email with “Subscribe” in the subject line to 
Assemblymember.Laird-newsletter@assembly.ca.gov.  If you would prefer to not receive 

Building Guidelines 
 

Press Release. 
 
 

AB 3028, California Coa
Trail 
 

Press Release. 
 
 

AB 3029, Food Stamp 
Simplification Act 
 

Press release.  
 

Santa Cruz Sentinel story
 
 

AB 2348, Pajaro River L
 

Press release. 
 

Register-Pajaronian story
 
 

AB 3035, Fort Ord Veter
Cemetery Act 
 

Press Release. 
 

Salinas Californian story.
 
 
 

Santa Cruz County 
Office 
701 Ocean Street, 318-B
Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
831-425-1503 (tel) 
831-425-2570 (fax) 
 

Monterey/Santa Cla
County Office 
99 Pacific Street, 555D 
Monterey, CA 93940 
831-649-2832 (tel) 
831-649-2935 (fax) 
408-782-0647 (Santa Cla
County Direct Line)  
 

Capitol Office 
State Capitol 
P.O. Box 942849 
Sacramento, CA 
94249-0027 
916-319-2027 (tel) 
916-319-2127 (fax)  
 

John speaking at the  
signing ceremony. 

John and Legislative leaders at the signing of the 
budget bill, AB 1801 (Laird).



email updates, please respond with “Unsubscribe” in the subject line.  
 


